October 27th, 2002
Hi Gavin,

First, some news about Nana, which is not too good. Last week, she was not feeling well at home and couldn’t eat. So, she was taken to hospital where she was fed intravenously. She also had some sort of blood transfusion. The latest news, which I received a few minutes ago, is that she has been diagnosed with acute leukaemia and so the prognosis is not good. She may have a few weeks left, maybe three months; it could possibly be longer, but no one really knows. She is conscious and feeling better at the moment and she is in no pain. She may return home in a few days, but will need more care than Granddad can give. So, if you are able to send a post card to her, it would certainly be appreciated. If you have access to a computer, you could also send a note via Uncle Keith’s e-mail address: heyworth@e3.net.nz
Nadine got back from her two-day visit to Mt Holyoke College, near Boston. She sent me an e-mail telling me a bit about it. She seems to have had a good time. She was not able to meet with Leonie due to lack of time and with the college being quite a long way from Boston.


More ‘terrorist’ attacks around the world. You have doubtless heard and seen pictures of the attacks in Melbourne and at the theatre in Moscow. One of the student victims in the Melbourne attack was a Hong Kong resident. Some of the other students in the class overpowered the attacker, which apparently saved many others from being shot. In the Moscow case, it seems that the soldiers were forced into action, when the attackers started executing some of their prisoners. The forces pumped in a special sleeping gas to incapacitate the attackers before they could set off the explosives attached to them. This seemed to work but also affected many of the others present, and as the army refuses to say what the gas consists of, doctors are unable to treat all the people taken to hospitals. Also, good to know that the Washington snipers have been arrested (assuming that these are really the guys). But who knows who else is out there?


President Jiang is in the US now and on his way to Mexico for the APEC meeting (Asia and Pacific Economic (?)Conference/Community, i.e. the countries that border the Pacific Ocean) – again, something you are probably aware of. It was important for him to meet Bush at his ranch in Texas too rather than just on the sidelines of APEC. 


I mentioned to you about that chap Nicholas Tse who got just 240 hours for what he did. There was quite a lot of public unease about the verdict, especially as the other two involved got jail time. The government is to appeal against the verdict. The monks at the ‘Big Buddha’ monastery on Lantao Island are up in arms over a recent government plan to turn the area in front of the monastery into a visitors’ shopping bazaar. This was done, can you believe it, without even consulting the folks in the monastery! The result was that the monks said they would close access to the Big Buddha for a week. Most people, including tourists, were sympathetic to this move. Immediately, the government decided to discuss the matter with the monks, the result being that the Big Buddha will not now be closed. 


A few days ago, there was an accident with a Macau-bound ferry. About 10 minutes out of Macau, the ferry hit some unknown object. Many passengers injured. What the object was, no-one seems to know. It was not another boat, and no suggestions have been given as to what it might have been. 

The Macau Grand Prix is to be help next month. Apparently, some people in HK are using roads in the New Territories, probably in the Plover Cove reservoir area, as training roads. A number of cars were impounded last night for illegal road racing. It is difficult for people in HK to participate in car racing as there are no facilities provided and the government has said that none will be provided because of a shortage of land.


The HK economy continues to suffer. A ‘rating agency’ a few days ago downgraded the value of the HK dollar suggesting that investors were losing confidence in HK. The problem is the deficit and the government’s lack of action to obtain more income to overcome the deficit. One taxation measure has been ruled out, namely, a GST (Goods and Services Tax) on everything bought in shops, etc. Traditionally, the government got a lot of its income from the sale of land, but with the very depressed property market, land prices are much lower. One of the few remaining methods in to increase company and salaries tax, but there is a reluctance to do this. 


A lot still in NEWSWEEK on Iraq and related issues. The recent admission by North Korea that it still has a secret uranium-enrichment programme has thrown a spanner into the Bush administration’s works. As several commentators have asked, in the US now to attack North Korea now, as well as all the other similar places. It is revealing that, for Iraq, Bush is no longer asking for a regime change, but just that it destroy all its weapons of mass destruction. As a result, the build-up of materiel and troops in the Middle East is to slow down, perhaps with many troops being sent home for a time. I wonder if this will this apply to your unit.

Hope you are getting all the weekly letters I am sending you. One ‘ordinary’ letter each week, and an extra ‘holiday’ letter.

Thinking of you. 

Cheers.

Dad
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